
FAME Pipeline/H&T Committees 

Meeting Minutes 
October 25, 2018  

Leader: Eileen Rucinski 
 
Attendees: Zachary Brooks (GW Lisk), Rick Wetzel (Ortho Clinical Diagnostics), 
Tracy O’Hara (Williamson), Peter Boldt (W-FL BOCES), Josh Elias (Heritage 
Christian Services), Andrea Badger (FLCC), Sarah Kent (Heritage Christian 
Services), Brad Rickman (BSA Exploring), Francine Martella (Edison Career & 
Technology HS), Dave Heckman (Berry Global), John Hair (Garlock), Jim 
Vankowenberg (Optimax), Annette Christensen (Monroe BOCES), Cory 
Wright, (Monroe BOCES), Dan LaGasse (LaGasse Works), Eric Russell (Siemens 
Energy), Jeanne Ricigliano (Rochester City School District) 
 

   

1. STEAM Lab Makerspace presentation Leah Hamilton,  

Goal is for the library to bridge the gap by partnering with schools and industry 

Seeking donations for robotics 

STEAM Initiative has 6 core elements 

1. Free Makerspace, no library card or residency requirement 

2. STEM Explorers meets 1x month, 8 – 12 yrs 

3. STEAM Camp 7th grade 70-80 students weekly 

4. FLX Makerfest 5/4/19  

5. STEAM Consultation  60 districts   PTECH students do 2 days in Makerspace 

6. STEAM Scholarship 

2. Manufacturing Day:  
Nationally recognized as 10/5/18 

Northland Workforce Training Center, Buffalo   

• Targeting low socio-economic population with one location providing education, 
employment and community.  

• 600 students attended   



FAME Pipeline/H&T Committees 
Meeting Minutes, October 25, 2018 
Page 2 

Optimax – Educator luncheon, information summer internships, IMT program   -- lacked 
responses from Mfg Day website posting.  

John Troy went private Bob Coynes is his replacement 

Schools – 10/5 was Superintendents Conference Day      GM – 40 RCSD students attended 

Finger Lakes Works was the day before 10/4/18 

       Careers in Construction – perhaps partner to add Adv Mfg? - - Jeanine Gallina contact person 

3. SAME 

• 3 weeks in July, criteria – math scores, attendance & recommendation  
• 3 projects & Friday site visits  

4. Greater Rochester Workforce Summit 

• Postponed until Spring 2019   
• Location: Monroe BOCES, Linden Avenue 
• Topics include apprenticeships, succession plan, employing minors 
• Needs: Planning Sub-committee - Jim VanKowenberg, Andrea Badger  

             Superintendents and Principals on board  
             Manufacturer input – create value proposition for them with resources that are  
             available and funding streams they are unaware of                                                                                              

5. Speakers Bureau 

• Presentation is available for a uniform message, partner with a company in proximity 
• Needs: Someone to lead this initiative  

6. School Updates 

• FLCC: 2 programs Adv Mfg @ LISK & Mechatronics Technology @ Victor   Next round will be 
in Spring 2019  Orientation dates TBD 

• W-FL BOCES: Showcase event today 4 – 6:30 pm 
• Williamson: Student Success Workshop ½ day career fair, panelists, workshops  
• RCSD: Jean new Work Based Learning Coordinator 
• Monroe BOCES: Looking to use School Business Partnerships & School to Work efficiently to 

close the industry and education gaps. 
• Edison Career & Technology HS: Added Welding & Engineer/Optics programs Sept 2018 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) puts CTE programs at same level as AP courses, Intro to 
CTE at the middle school level allows students to be exposed to more than FACS & Tech 

• Explorers: Looking to make company connections in Wayne & Ontario counties 
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7. Company Updates 

• Garlock: Seeking maintenance and skilled trades labor 
• Berry Global: Company unknown to the consumer but products are not. Having difficulty 

meeting the demand of the industry due to labor shortage.  
• Optimax: IMT program approval  
• Heritage Christian: Wayne FLX Career College Occupations – trades fair includes FAME info 
• Siemens: FLX STEM Hub Event @ MCC 11/27/18 Commissioner Elias 

 

Next meeting: December 6, 2018            Optimax Systems, Ontario, NY 
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